
COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING
Wednesday, 11th October 2017

PRESENT:  Councillor Ian Duckworth (Chair); Councillors Ali Ahmed, 
Iftikhar Ahmed, Shakil Ahmed, Daalat Ali, Sultan Ali, Bell, Beswick, 
Cecile Biant, Surinder Biant, Blundell, Boriss, Brett, Butterworth, Clegg, 
Davidson, Dearnley, Dutton, Neil Emmott, Susan Emmott, Emsley, Farnell, 
Furlong, Hartley, Heakin, Holly, Hornby, Howard, Hussain, Kelly, Malcolm, 
McCarthy, Mir, Nickson, O'Neill, O'Rourke, Paolucci-Escobar, Rashid, 
Robinson, Rowbotham, Rush, Sheerin, Smith, Stott, Sullivan, Wardle, Wazir, 
West, Peter Williams, Winkler, Zaheer and Zaman

OFFICERS:  S. Rumbelow (Chief Executive), A. Fallon (Director of Public 
Health & Wellbeing), N. Thornton (Director of Resources), D. Bowler 
(Assistant Director – Place), S. Bowness (Assistant Director – Early Help & 
Schools), V. Bradshaw (Chief Finance Officer), E. Newsome (Head of 
Governance), D. Brierley (Head of Communications), M. Brooks 
(Communications Officer) and M. Garraway (Senior Governance & Committee 
Officer). 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  six members of public.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Councillor Brosnan, Councillor Burke, 
Councillor Cocks, Councillor James Gartside, Councillor Joinson, Councillor 
Martin, Councillor Meredith and Councillor Williams

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
23 There were no declarations of interest.

MINUTES
24 RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the meeting of Council held on 12th July 2017 be 
approved and signed as a correct record.

PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND PETITIONS
25 There were no submitted questions or petitions.

NOTICES OF MOTION
a) 26 Adoption of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance 

definition of anti-Semitism

It was moved by Councillor Emsley and seconded by Councillor Dearnley that:

That this Council recognises that anti- Semitism continues to be a problem in 
our country and  formally adopts the International Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance working definition of anti- Semitisms to highlight how anti-Semitism 
manifests itself in the 21st century. The definition reads



“Antisemitism is a certain perception of Jews, which may be expressed as 
hatred toward Jews. Rhetorical and physical manifestations of antisemitism 
are directed toward Jewish or non-Jewish individuals and/or their property, 
toward Jewish community institutions and religious facilities. 

Rochdale Borough has a proud history of celebrating its diversity.  Any form of 
intolerance, hatred or discrimination such as Antisemitism has no place in or 
our Borough and in modern Britain.  

On being put to the vote, the motion was declared to be declared to be carried 
and it was RESOLVED accordingly.

b) Greater Manchester Police funding

It was moved by Councillor Brett and seconded by Councillor Sultan Ali that:

This Council notes with grave concern that in the past 12 months in Greater 
Manchester – 

 There has been a 30 per cent increase in victim based crime, which 
includes violent crime, domestic abuse and sexual offences.

 Domestic abuse has increased 63 per cent and sexual offences have 
seen a 44 per cent increase. 

 Hate crime has increased by 53 per cent. Violent crime has increased 
by 60 per cent with an increase of 24 per cent in those violent offences 
involving injury.

 Burglary has increased by 19 per cent and robbery by 54 per cent. 

This appalling increase in the crime rate can be directly attributed to the cuts 
in funding by central government. Greater Manchester Police has lost £180M 
in police funding since 2010. This has led to a significant decrease in police 
numbers-

 In 2010, there were 8,148 police and 842 PCSO’s patrolling Greater 
Manchester’s streets.

 By March of last year the number of police officers had been slashed 
by 23 per cent to just 6,297 – far more than the national average.

 The number of PCSOs fell by 11 per cent to 748.

The Borough of Rochdale has lost around 200 police officers as a result of 
these cuts in central government funding
This Council instructs the Chief Executive to write to the Home Secretary to 
demand the government provide adequate resources to provide a properly 
funded Greater Manchester Police service to restore Police numbers; keep 
residents safe and able to respond to the increasing demands and threats our 
communities face.

On being put to the vote, the motion was declared to be declared to be carried 
and it was RESOLVED accordingly.

c) Declaration on Healthy Weight



It was moved by Councillor Beswick and seconded by Councillor Zaheer that:

This Council notes:
That unhealthy weight is a public health problem.

 Poor diet during early life can adversely affect health in later life
 People living in socially deprived areas are more likely to suffer from 

health problems 
 The greater availability and access to foods and drinks high in fat, 

sugar and salt which are increasing eaten outside the home 
contributing to excess energy intake.

This Council welcomes:
 The opportunity to lead local action to prevent obesity
 The opportunity to protect some of the most vulnerable in society by 

giving children the best start in life and enabling all children, young 
people and families to make informed choices

Rochdale Council supports the national commitment to address childhood 
obesity. We commit our Council to sign the Declaration on Healthy Weight to 
show commitment to reducing unhealthy weight in our communities, 
protecting the health and well-being of staff and citizens and make an 
economic impact on healthy and social care and the local economy.

On being put to the vote, the motion was declared to be declared to be carried 
and it was RESOLVED accordingly.

DECISIONS TAKEN UNDER SPECIAL URGENCY PROVISIONS
27 The Council considered a report of the Chief Executive which detailed 
urgent decisions taken between 13th July and 2nd October 2017, as required 
within the Council’s Constitution.  

RESOLVED:
That the reasons for urgency and decisions of the Chief Executive to approval 
a request to renew the lease of the Arts and Heritage Centre, at Units 3,4,5 
and 6 Scotts Industrial Estate; and, approval of a request to amend Council’s 
constitution, Part 3 – Responsibility for Functions paragraph 2 (2), be noted.

AUDIT AND GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 2016/17
28 The Council received the Audit and Governance Committee Annual 
Report 2016/17 in compliance with best practice as identified within the CIPFA 
publication ‘Audit Committee: Practical Guidance for Local Authorities and 
Police 2013’.

RESOLVED:
That the Annual Report for 2016/17 by the Audit and Governance Committee 
be noted.



MEMBERS' QUARTERLY REPORTS
29 Members presented their Quarterly Reports responding to questions 
and remarks from Members of the Council:-

 The Leader of the Council and the Cabinet Member for Regeneration
 The Deputy Leader and the Cabinet Member for Corporate and 

Resources
 The Cabinet Member for Housing and Environment
 The Cabinet Member for Business, Skills and Employment
 The Deputy Leader and the Cabinet Member for Children's Services
 The Cabinet Member for Adult Care
 The Cabinet Member for Planning and Development
 The Cabinet Member for Health and Wellbeing
 The Cabinet Member for Neighbourhoods, Community and Culture
 The Chair of the Corporate Overview and Scrutiny Committee
 The Chair of the Communities, Regeneration and Environment 

Overview and Scrutiny Committee
 The Chair of the Health, Schools and Care Overview and Scrutiny 

Committee
 The Chair of Heywood Township Committee
 The Chair of Middleton Township Committee
 The Chair of Pennines Township Committee
 The Chair of Rochdale Township Committee
 Report of the Representative to the Armed/Reserve Forces
 Report of a Representative to Transport for Greater Manchester
 Report of the Representative to the Greater Manchester Waste 

Disposal Authority
 

RESOLVED:
That the reports be noted.

GREATER MANCHESTER COMBINED AUTHORITY
30 The Council considered the minutes of the meetings of the Greater 
Manchester Combined Authority held 30th June and 28th 2017.

RESOLVED:
That the Minutes be noted.


